
SPSS & OOM t-tests Assignment

1. Download the Terror Management Data from the course website in SPSS format. These are
genuine data from our attempts to replicate the death threat study here at OSU. Recall the
main hypothesis was that students in some population who write about their deaths will, on
average, rate themselves as more religious and with a greater belief in God than those writing
about their favorite foods. Test these predictions for the Religious and Belief items separately
using the appropriate t-tests in SPSS.  

In the original published study, the hypotheses were supported. Did we replicate the findings
here at OSU? 

2. Many students (even Christian students who go to church every week) describe themselves as
“spiritual but not religious” due to a perceived negative view of religion in society.
Consequently, students in the population are expected to, on average, rate higher on the Belief
item compared to the Religious item. Test this prediction using the appropriate t-test in SPSS.

3. Download the Terror Management Data from the course website in OOM format. 
• Use the Build/Test Model function in OOM to test the first two predictions above

regarding group differences on the Religious and Belief items.
• Use the Ordinal Analysis / Concatenated Ordering function in the OOM software to

test the prediction above comparing ratings on the Religious and Belief items. The
ordinal prediction is as follows: Belief > Religious.  In other words, for each
person, his/her belief rating will be higher than his/her religious rating. 

4. On the backside of this sheet you will find two problems from a statistics textbook. Enter the
data from both data sets into SPSS and OOM and run the appropriate t-tests and OOM
analyses to address the researcher’s expectations. 

Write a brief summary for the SPSS and OOM results from both problems. You do not have
to use APA style. 




