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Charles I. Abramson, Ph.D.

Regents Professor

Department of Psychology

Oklahoma State University

charles.abramson@okstate.edu

 Charles I. Abramson is Regents Professor of Psychology at Oklahoma State University and founder of the Laboratory of Comparative Psychology and Behavioral Biology.  He earned his Ph.D. in Psychology at Boston University in 1986. He joined the faculty of Oklahoma State University in 1993 and holds adjunct appoints in the Departments of Zoology and Entomology. Trained as a comparative-physiological psychologist, he specializes in studying a wide range of behavior in organisms as diverse as flatworm, earthworm, ant, bee, crab, fish, snake, rat, elephant, and human. His research areas include the development and assessment of training apparatus, the effect of agro-chemicals on learning in honey bees, the use of essential oils and other biological controls to augment pesticides, explorations into the behavior of Chagas disease vectors, the development of a social insect model of alcoholism, and the use of conditioning methods in general aviation. He has been a visiting professor and conducted research in a number of countries including Brazil, Russia, Slovenia, Turkey, and Venezuela. Abramson serves on the editorial board of several journals and has been recognized for his teaching and research. 
***
Jared P. Dempsey, Ph.D.

Department of Psychology

Oklahoma State University

(405) 744-3788

E-Mail: jared.dempsey@okstate.edu
Topics

Alcohol and Substance Abuse in College

Self-Medicating Behaviors: Using Alcohol and Drugs to Decrease Psychological Pain

Psychophysiology: Measuring emotion through the body.

 

Dr. Dempsey studies self-medicating behaviors, specifically the use of nicotine and alcohol to cope with anxiety.  Common research tools include Psychophysiological assessment (EMG, EKG, SCR, EGG).  Dr. Dempsey has published in each of the lecture areas above, including peer-refereed journals such as the American Journal on Addiction, Comprehensive Psychiatry, and Psychopharmachology.  He is on the editorial board of the Journal of Psychopathology and Behavioral Assessment and recently joined the Committee to Promote Student Interest at the Society for Psychophysiological Assessment.

 
***
Dennis Jowaisas, Ph.D.

Professor and Chair

Department of Psychology

Oklahoma City University

2501 N. Blackwelder Ave.

Oklahoma City, OK 73106

PH: 405-208-5321

FAX: 405-208-5200

Topics:

Brain/Behavior Relationships and Drug Effects ­ especially alcohol, Applied Behavior Analysis (Behavior Modification), Stress Reduction Techniques.

***
Shelia M. Kennison, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Department of Psychology 
Oklahoma State University
Phone: (405) 744-7335
Email:shelia.kennison@okstate.edu 

Topics

Language and the Brain
Acquiring 1st and 2nd Languages
Myths about Bilingualism

Shelia received her B.A. from Harvard University and her M.S. and Ph.D. in cognitive psychology from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. She studied cognitive neuroscience as a post-doc at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign.

Her research focuses on topics in Cognitive Science, including Psycholinguistics, specifically the acquisition and processing of 1st and 2nd languages. Her research has been funded by the National Science Foundation. She has authored or co-authored 22 publications in scholarly journals, 6 book chapters, and 17 book reviews. She has made over 50 presentations at professional conferences. She reviews manuscripts for 13 scholarly journals. She is also a member of 8 professional societies.

Her research interest is language acquisition and processing for 1st and 2nd languages. Specialty areas include reading comprehension, reading development, and bilingualism. She has also mentored numerous studies in research formally as part of a Research Experience for Undergraduates that is funded by the National Science Foundation and also informally as a faculty member at Oklahoma State University. Her students have received funding for their research projects from Sigma Xi and Oklahoma State University’s Wentz Foundation. 

 
***
Sherril M. Stone, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Department of Research, Evaluation, Measurement, and Statistics

Oklahoma State University-Tulsa

Phone: 918-594-8309

Email: sherril.stone@okstate.edu
 

Topics
Human-Animal Interaction and Bonding

Animal-Assisted Therapy

Animal Behavior, Learning, and Cognition

 

 Sherril received her B.BA. in business finance from the University of Central Oklahoma and an M.A. in experimental psychology from the University of Central Oklahoma. She received her M.S. and Ph.D. in experimental psychology from Oklahoma State University in Stillwater, OK. 

 

Her research focuses on human-animal interaction and bonding; animal-assisted therapy; and animal behavior, learning, and cognition. Her research has been funded by various school systems and civic organizations. She has authored or co-authored over 15 publications in scholarly journals, 4 book chapters, and 1 book. She has over 30 presentations at professional conferences and has been featured in numerous media stories regarding her work with human-animal interaction. She has also mentored various students in research as part of a Research Experience for Undergraduates that is funded by the National Science Foundation and as a faculty member at Oklahoma State University. Her students have received funding for research from the Cherokee Nation and university student research programs. 

 

Her research interests are examining the psychological and physical benefits that pets provide to children and adults. For instance, her studies have shown that residents in elder care facilities such as assisted living centers and nursing homes exhibit more social and interactive behavior when visited by pets compared to other stimuli, Alzheimer’s patients have lower blood pressure when petting a rabbit, and emotionally disabled middle school children are less aggressive when provided with a weekly pet interactive session. Additionally, she conducts various pet education workshops with children including Dog Bite Prevention and Pet Care. 

 

 

 

 

