Key for 1st 100 GRE hit parade quiz.  Boldface type indicates correct answer.

1.        abate 

a.        to disagree with

b.        to lessen in intensity or degree

c.        to swallow

d.       to physically assault

2.        aberrant 

a.        deviating from the norm

b.       concealing from view

c.        stealing away

d.       appearing normal

3.        abscond 

a.        to clean thoroughly

b.       to scold

c.        to depart clandestinely

d.       to remember, but only vaguely

4.        accolade 

a.        a type of chair 

b.        an expression of praise

c.        a type of flower

d.       a gift 

5.        acerbic 

a.         having a sour or bitter taste or character

b.       having  middle eastern origin

c.        neutral

d.       funny

6.        acumen

a.        accurate knowledge

b.       a tool for wood working

c.        a desert place

d.       part of an egg

7.        adulation

a.        movement of water

b.       calculation

c.        uncertainty

d.        intense adoration

8.        adulterate 

a.        to make someone to appear guilty

b.       to cause someone to do something wrong 

c.        to reduce purity by combining with inferior ingredients

d.       to carry on in an impure manner

9.        aesthetic

a.        relating to a sleep inducing agent

b.       relating to something manmade versus natural

c.        relating to acid

d.         relating to something beautiful

10.     aggrandize

a.        to reduce in size

b.        to increase in intensity, power, or prestige

c.        to criticize without mercy

d.       to remove suddenly

11.     alacrity

a.        enthusiastic willingness

b.       incredible bitterness

c.        irritability

d.       brittleness

12.     alchemy

a.        the practice of magic related to casting spells to harm others

b.       a combination of different elements

c.        the injection of alcohol

d.        a medieval science aimed at the transmutation of metals, 

13.     amalgamate

a.         to combine several elements into a whole

b.       to sort or separate elements from one another

c.        part of an egg

d.       large natural rock formation

14.     ameliorate 

a.        to put on display

b.       to cover up

c.        to improve

d.       to erode

15.     amenable 

a.        agreeable

b.       possible

c.        disposable

d.       edible

16.     anachronism 

a.        out of place in terms of time

b.       a contradiction in terms of logic

c.        a mistake related to spelling

d.       a error in the quotation of someone else’s speech

17.     anomaly

a.        a storm

b.        an abnormality 

c.        a nickname

d.       a swamp

18.     approbation

a.        mistake

b.       release

c.        praise

d.       criticism

19.     archaic

a.         outdated

b.       acidic

c.        shaped like an arch

d.       related

20.     arduous

a.        having religious significance

b.        requiring significant effort

c.        related to the heart

d.       involving racial prejudice

21.     ascetic

a.        one who frequently fasts for religious purposes

b.       one who practices black magic

c.        one who seeks out pleasurable experiences

d.        one who practices rigid self denial

22.     assuage

a.         to  pacify

b.       to anger

c.        to hide

d.       to struggle

23.     astringent

a.        tight

b.       kind

c.        harsh

d.       thick

24.     audacious

a.        rigid

b.       quiet

c.        recklessly bold

d.       limp

25.     austere

a.        bare

b.       heavily decorated

c.        pampered

d.       heavy

26.     avarice

a.        kindness

b.       nest

c.        extreme cold

d.        greed

27.     aver

a.        to lie

b.        to confirm

c.        to deny

d.       to confuse

28.     axiom

a.        a universally recognized principle

b.       a pedestal used as a supporting structure

c.        an ancient wood working instrument

d.       a structure in the central nervous system

29.     bolster

a.        to hit with one’s fists

b.         to provide support

c.        to grind up into dust

d.       to carry away

30.     bombastic

a.        pompous

b.       shy

c.        destructive

d.       quiet

31.     bucolic

a.        rural

b.       drunk

c.        melancholy

d.       shy

32.     burgeon

a.        to sleep soundly

b.       to beat up

c.         to grow rapidly

d.       to flatten with a mallet

33.     cacophony

a.        a musical instrument

b.        jarring sound

c.        a place to bury the dead

d.       a joke

34.     canon

a.         a large metal box

b.        an established set of principles

c.        a cave

d.       a set of procedures used for farming

35.     canonical

a.         following orthodox requirements

b.       cone shaped

c.        related to the sea or boating

d.       ironical

36.     capricious

a.        unorthodox

b.       unrealistic

c.        unreasonable

d.        unpredictable

37.     castigation

a.        abandonment

b.       strong support

c.        severe criticism

d.       castration

38.     catalyst

a.        a device for the lifting of cows during the slaughter process

b.       a pimple that tends to develop around the eyes

c.        a substance that accelerates the rate of a chemical  reaction without itself changing

d.       a device used for removing pollutants from the air

39.     caustic

a.        burning

b.       sticky

c.        kind

d.       sleepy

40.     censure

a.        to criticize severely

b.       to monitor closely

c.        to restrict freedom

d.       to provide support

41.     chary

a.        cautious

b.       reckless

c.        hard

d.       cheerful

42.     chicanery

a.        truthfulness

b.        trickery

c.        woven baskets

d.       jewelry

43.     cogent

a.        small

b.       deceptive

c.        convincing

d.       sour

44.     complaisance

a.        intense feeling of happiness

b.       putting something on display for all to see

c.        the willingness to comply with the wishes of others

d.       being able to see at great distance

45.     connoisseur

a.        an expert

b.       a hotel manager

c.        a student 

d.       a tourist

46.     contentious

a.        inflexible

b.       complicated

c.        isolated

d.        argumentative

47.     contrite

a.        trivial

b.       insincere

c.         regretful

d.       simple

48.     convention

a.        a generally agreed upon practice

b.       scorn

c.        instruction

d.       a plea for forgiveness

49.     convoluted

a.        circular

b.        complex

c.        clear

d.       large

50.     credulous

a.        uneven

b.       ridiculous

c.        gullible

d.       shocked

51.     culpable

a.        guilty

b.       soft

c.        round

d.       empty

52.     cynicism

a.        belief that all people are deceptive

b.        belief that all people are selfish

c.        belief that all people are weak

d.       belief that all people are sinners

53.     dearth

a.        abundance

b.       darkness

c.        a lack

d.       a flat area

54.     decorum

a.        harsh rejection

b.       curtains

c.        harem

d.        polite behavior

55.     demur

a.        to deny

b.       to avoid

c.        to flirt with

d.        to question

56.     derision

a.        ridicule

b.       erosion

c.        comfort

d.       collision

57.     desiccate

a.        to dry out 

b.       to chew

c.        to flatten

d.       to make dirty

58.     diatribe

a.        a meeting of family members

b.        a harsh denunciation

c.        a warm acceptance

d.       a long journey for the purposes of hunting

59.     didactic

a.        intended to trim

b.       intended avoid

c.         intended to teach

d.       intended to criticize

60.     dilettante

a.        a dabbler

b.       a stranger

c.        a soldier

d.       a dancer

61.     disabuse

a.        to confuse

b.       to comfort

c.        to abuse

d.        to set right

62.     discordant

a.         careful

b.       calm

c.        conflicting

d.       agreeable

63.     discretion

a.        carefulness

b.       recklessness

c.        abusiveness

d.       fearfulness

64.     disinterested

a.        apathetic

b.       confused

c.        convinced

d.       cooperative

65.     disparage

a.        to describe

b.        to belittle

c.        to praise

d.       to dispose of

66.     disparate

a.        desperate 

b.       careful

c.        dissimilar

d.       separate

67.     dissemble

a.        to crumble

b.       to look similar to

c.        to take apart

d.        to mislead

68.     divulge

a.        to empty out

b.       to fill up

c.        to disclose

d.       to hide

69.     dogmatic

a.        stubbornly opinionated

b.       related to dogs

c.        automatic

d.       terribly complicated

70.     ebullience

a.        careful concealing of one’s true feelings

b.        enthusiastic expression of  thoughts and feelings

c.        full of bubbles

d.       deep sadness

71.     eccentric

a.        circular

b.       careful

c.        electric

d.        departing from the norm

72.     eclectic

a.        foreign

b.       related to electricity or electrical items

c.        composed of elements drawn from various sources

d.       sticky

73.     effrontery

a.        extreme boldness

b.       sensitivity

c.        beginning

d.       comforting behavior

74.     elegy

a.        a wig

b.        a poem

c.        a vehicle

d.       a dance

75.     eloquent

a.        quiet

b.       well dressed

c.        well spoken

d.       overbearing

76.     emollient

a.        soothing

b.       abrasive

c.        eroding

d.       corroding

77.     empirical

a.        regal

b.       regional

c.        decked with jewels

d.        based on observation

78.     endemic

a.        deeply buried

b.       lacking nutrients

c.         characteristic of a particular region

d.       widespread

79.     enervate

a.        to hide

b.        to weaken

c.        to strengthen

d.       to make anxious

80.     enigmatic

a.        mysterious

b.       complicated

c.        hurried

d.       dark

81.     ennui

a.        a crowded space

b.       a feeling of ecstasy

c.        dissatisfaction resulting from boredom

d.       a compliment

82.     ephemeral

a.        everlasting

b.       angelic

c.         brief

d.       feminine

83.     equivocate

a.        to play peacemaker

b.        to use ambiguous language with a deceptive intent

c.        to attempt to make equal

d.       to even out 

84.     erudite

a.        scholarly

b.       thick

c.        rude

d.       buried

85.     esoteric

a.        intended for or understood by a small, specific group

b.       easily scratched

c.        superficial in nature

d.       easily washed or cleaned with soap and water

86.     eulogy

a.        words written on a tombstone

b.       a sad poem

c.        a funeral song

d.        a speech honoring the dead

87.     evanescent

a.        bright 

b.       hot

c.        vanishing

d.       cooling

88.     exacerbate

a.        to injure

b.        to make worse

c.        to enrage

d.       to exercise

89.     exculpate

a.        to clear of blame

b.       to uncover

c.        to sculpt

d.       to escape

90.     exigent

a.        rich

b.       absent

c.        urgent

d.       poor

91.     exonerate

a.        to praise

b.       to believe

c.        to scold

d.        to remove blame

92.     extemporaneous

a.        critical

b.        done without preparation

c.        unnecessary

d.       superficial

93.     facetious

a.        superficial

b.        playful

c.        deceptive

d.       hidden

94.     fallacy

a.        a mistaken belief

b.       a knitted garment

c.         

95.     fawn

a.        to give birth

b.       to use a fan to generate wind

c.        to praise excessively

d.       to fake

96.     fervent

a.        hot with fever

b.        greatly emotional

c.        swift like a river

d.       hidden away

97.     filibuster

a.        intentional obstruction

b.       a small electrical wire

c.        a sweet dessert

d.       a sharp curve in a highway

98.     flout

a.        to swim

b.       to climb to the top of, as in a mountain

c.        to flatten

d.        to demonstrate contempt for

99.     fortuitous

a.        straight forward

b.       with a singular purpose

c.        having a bad effect

d.        happening by accident

100.  fulminate

a.        bring to a conclusion

b.        to attack loudly

c.        encircle

d.       reduce in size

