GRE HIT PARADE Quiz

Please circle the answer that is closest in meaning to the target word.

1. furtive

a. strong

b. buried

c. secret

d. hardened

2. garrulous

a. talking too much

b. physically unattractive

c. scary

d. confusing

3. germane

a. smooth

b. gentle

c. relevant

d. foreign

4. glib

a. sharp

b. lacking in depth

c. small

d. brief

5. grandiloquence

a. eloquent

b. attractive

c. long in duration

d. pompous speech

6. gregarious

a. scary

b. sociable

c. hairy

d. arrogant

7. hackneyed

a. commonplace

b. awkward

c. ridiculed

d. dramatized

8. halcyon

a. safe

b. beautiful

c. nervous

d. peaceful

9. harangue

a. to carry

b. to make loud sounds

c. to deliver a pompous speech

d. to stalk without ceasing

10. hedonism

a. an extreme state of dryness

b. directing one’s energy toward work

c. a focus on morally positive goals

d. devotion to pleasurable pursuits

11. hegemony

a. a successful negotiation

b. the consistent dominance of one ideology over others

c. the passing down of power from one family member to another

d. intense difference of opinion

12. heretical

a. violating accepted convention

b. crazy

c. inherited

d. nervous

13. hubris

a. dust

b. humor

c. pride

d. emptiness

14. hyperbole

a. a large circular container

b. exaggeration

c. a type of aircraft

d. a extreme criticism

15. iconoclast 

a. one who attacks tradition

b. one who is religiously devout

c. one who is commonly depressed

d. one who is clumsy

16. idolatrous

a. one who makes sculptures

b. given to intense devotion 

c. one who is morally bankrupt

d. one who is without conviction

17. imminent

a. high status

b. extremely small

c. invisible

d. about to happen

18. immutable

a. unchangeable

b. without sound

c. unmovable

d. having no value

19. impassive

a. lackluster

b. strong

c. revealing no emotion

d. defensive

20. impecunious

a. shy

b. weak

c. strange

d. without money

21. imperturbable

a. steadiness

b. shaky

c. invisible

d. immense

22. impetuous

a. spoiled

b. impulsive

c. invulnerable

d. large

23. implacable

a. difficult to understand

b. immovable

c. dirty

d. not capable of being significantly changed

24. impunity

a.  immunity from punishment

b. something that is small in size

c. something that is easy to solve

d. carefulness

25. inchoate

a. deeply buried

b. confusing

c. without merit

d. not fully formed

26. incipient

a. silly

b. become apparent

c. rude

d. aggressive

27. indifferent

a.  having no interest

b. strange

c. complicated

d. ordinary

28. inert

a. active

b. reduced in size

c. sharp

d.  unmoving 

29. infelicitous

a. funny

b. inappropriate 

c. somber

d. cruel

30. ingenuous

a. lacking in sophistication

b. purposely misleading

c. careless in one’s words

d. superficial

31. inimical

a. similar

b. comical

c. harmful

d. harsh

32. innocuous

a.  harmless

b. intoxicating

c. vaporized

d. rare

33. insipid

a. silly

b. bland

c. intelligent

d. careful

34. intractable

a. buried

b. invisible

c. flimsy

d. stubborn

35. intransigent

a. refusing to compromise

b. existing only briefly

c. having a rough surface

d. completely empty

36. intrepid

a. cool to the touch

b. stiff

c. courageous

d. shaky

37. inured

a. accustomed to accepting something undesirable

b. damaged

c. having failed miserably

d. sluggish

38. inveigle

a. to smash

b. to gather together 

c. to obtain by deception

d. to slash

39. irascible

a. easily angered

b. hard to understand

c. involving an error

d. courageous

40. laconic

a. depressive

b. using few words

c. brown in color

d. sarcastic

41. laud

a. to quiet

b. to hide away

c. to polish

d. to praise highly

42. loquacious

a. talkative

b. flirtatious

c. located under water

d. spacious

43. lucid

a. cloudy

b. cold to the touch

c. easily understood

d. pale

44. luminous

a. barren

b. full

c. frightening

d. lit up

45. magnanimity

a. the feeling of togetherness

b. large in size

c. the quality of being generously noble in mind

d. the very top of a peak or mountain

46. malevolent

a. showing hatred

b. darkly colored

c. masculine

d. hallow

47. malleable

a. able to withstand great force

b. easily understood

c. capable of being shaped

48. martial

a. substantial

b. associated with illegal activities

c. related to a commercial enterprise

d. associated with war and the armed forces

49. maverick

a. an exceptionally fast horse

b.  an independent individual who does not go along with a  group or party

c. an odd example having important significance

d. a blade with two sharp edges

50. mendacity

a. dishonesty

b. hostility

c. extreme patience

d. emptiness

51. mercurial

a. characterized by excessive greed

b. displaying a shiny, flashy surface

c. related to speed, as of a horse

d. characterized by rapid and unpredictable change in  mood

52. meticulous

a. hostile

b. attentive to detail

c. melancholy

d. related to chewing

53. misanthrope

a. an error

b. a carefully knotted rope

c.  one who hates all other humans

d. a slip of the tongue

54. mitigate

a. to make less severe

b. to decide

c. to lift

d. to hide

55. mollify

a. to hide

b. to pierce

c. to render useless

d. to calm or soothe

56. morose

a.  melancholy

b. humorous

c. bossy

d. common

57. mundane

a. unusual

b. expensive

c. ordinary

d. distant

58. nascent

a. early developmental stages

b. having an unusual innocence

c. marked by dishonesty

d.     infinite, never ending

59. neologism

a. a new word

b. a cliché

c. a sacred prayer

d. a humorous poem

60. neophyte

a. a plant that lives under water

b. a new word

c. a beginner

d. the tip of a spear

61. noxious

a. hostile

b. obnoxious

c. harmful

d. having a bad smell

62. obdurate

a. unyielding

b. in liquid form

c. ignorant

d. superficial

63. obfuscate

a. to pound into pieces

b. to make confusing

c. to chew

d. to retrain

64. obsequious

a. in great abundance

b. talkative

c. sleepy

d. exhibiting a fawning attentiveness

65. obstinate

a. stubborn

b. young

c. hidden

d. dark

66. obtuse 

a. obvious

b. lacking sharpness of intellect

c. witty

d. humorous

67. obviate

a. to make unnecessary

b. to run away

c. to conceal

d. to be purposely misleading

68. occlude

a. to escape

b. to sing off key

c. to block

d. to guess

69. odious

a. evoking intense dislike

b. lop sided

c. having a bad smell

d. unusually large

70. onerous

a. belonging to

b. stained

c. devoted

d. burdensome

71. opaque 

a. clear

b. obvious

c. not reflecting light

d. completely closed off

72. opprobrium

a. great insight

b. scorn

c. immense ignorance

d. admiration

73. oscillation

a. criticizing one without mercy

b. splitting something into hair thin strands

c. subjecting one to severe isolation

d. swinging back and forth with a  steady rhythm

74. ostentatious

a. being foreign

b. characterized by pretentiousness

c. displaying angry outbursts

d. elegance in appearance

75. paean

a. a song of praise

b. a person of little importance

c. a worshipper of gods and goddesses

d. pale

76. parody

a. a funeral song

b. a tower

c. a poem with a regular rhyming pattern

d. a humorous imitation

77. pedagogy

a. a scientific pursuit

b. philosophical foundation

c. religious tradition

d. profession of teaching

78. pedantic

a. the paradigm of learning

b. argumentative

c. melancholy

d. stubborn

79. penurious

a. related to deceptive behavior

b. harmful in nature

c. penny pinching

d. instructive

80. penury

a. an arena for training animals

b. poverty

c. injury

d. insult

81. perennial

a. happening  repeatedly

b. ancient

c. celebrated

d. traditional

82. perfidy

a. a privilege

b. an error in judgment

c. a witty remark

d. treachery

83. perfunctory

a. done without care

b. introductory

c. symbolic

d. deviating from tradition

84. pernicious

a. tricky

b. vulnerable

c. extremely harmful

d. wise

85. perspicacious

a. ignorant

b. acutely perceptive

c. extremely hostile

d. involving danger

86. peruse

a. to examine with great care

b. to take a long walk

c. to change one’s mind

d. to contradict

87. pervade

a. to parade

b. to survey

c. to extend outward

d. to close ranks

88. pervasive

a. spread throughout

b.  unorthodox

c. ravenous

d. having expensive tastes

89. phlegmatic

a. bloated

b. hungry

c. boastful

d. calm

90. pine

a. to connect

b. to yearn

c. to join

d. to accumulate

91. pious

a. round

b. loud

c. small

d. devoted

92. pirate 

a. to flee

b. to sail

c. to use illegally

d. to frighten

93. pithy

a. brief

b. thick

c. sticky

d. rough

94. placate

a. to wrinkle

b. to appease

c. to boil

d. to reduce in size

95. platitude

a. a deeply held belief

b. a secret

c. a universal truth

d. a superficial remark

96. plethora

a. an overabundance

b. an abomination

c. a deep wound

d. a disagreement

97. plummet

a. to plunge

b. to reach the top

c. to bore holes into

d. to buff the surface

98. polemical

a. straight up and down

b. argumentative

c. kind, nice

d. having ridges

99. pragmatic

a. stopped up

b. practical rather than idealistic

c. full of air

d. automatic

100. prattle

a. to waste time

b. to confide

c. to babble meaninglessly

d.     to break into small pieces
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